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MOUNT SAVAGE, Sept. 19—

Former Pittsburgh Pirates fi
baseman and World
Series champion Bob Robert
will sign autographs on Satur-
day at the

Iron Rail Days festival and SBI

run in Mount Savage.

Robertson will be available "
beginning at about 8:30 a.m., |{#*

the start of the 5K (3.1-mile)
run. He's expected to assist
with the runners’ awards cere
mony, which is scheduled to
begin at 9:30 a.m. on the

field by the half-unearthed iror i

furnace near the post office.
Incidentally, it's a field with

which the 64-year-old LaVale

resident is very familiar.

Robertson spent much of his youth on Old
Row Road in what is now used as the Mount

Savage Museum.

Robertson said he’s happy to assist in the
run, which benefits the Mount Savage His-
torical Society. It's opportunities like this,
he said, which he wishes he could do more

often.

“I think it's a wonderful thing to be asked
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BOB ROBERTSON

to do something for
your hometown,TRobertson said. “It means

a lot to me. You never forget your home-

town. | remember living near the old spring
where we used to wash the car and carry our
drinking water from. | remember

throwing rocks up in the air and hittin’ ‘em

with the bat.”

Those rocks would typically go a long
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MOUNT SAVAGE, Aug. 30 Husband Tom Ruckert, 57, fared a little bettethie overall

— Diane Ruckert completed  standings. Coasting to an easy 4.8 miles with Msitirg, W.Va.,
her first-ever 5-mile run Sun- resident Mike Meadows, Ruckert maintained a stgexate to the
day evening in Mount Savage finish for a third-place finish in 32:52.9. Meadqw2, took second

3 p in 32:45.7.
/2 2' She picked a doozy of a Daniel DeWitt, 21, of Frostburg, won the ovetidle in 27:34.9.
2 / 2/ course for her debut. His 5:30.8 pace per mile was enough to outdistalroest every-
} 5 one and everything — but the Allegany County BureRolice
e ] Ruckert, of Grantsville, and crrggl?;trganaged to stay just ahead of the Lehighddsity
% 6 7 nearly three dozen others 9 ’

competed in the Mountain
Maryland Marathon Club’s
low-key 5-mile run and 1.5-
mile run/walk.

Kari Brown, 35, of Bedford, Pa., won the wometitle and
placed ninth overall in 38:26.6. The veteran ultraver outdis-
tanced 13-year-old Kim Northcraft, of Cumberlandhonplaced
15th overall in 41:37.

Rhonda Johns, 23, of Cumberland, took thirdhéwomen’s
division in her first race in more than four monttish a time of
43:52.5.

With just a $3 entry, partic-
cipants enjoyed an accurately
measured course, three water
points and downright happi-
ness after crossing the finish
line of the challenging, hilly-
both-ways road run.

In the 1.5-mile run/walk, 12-year-old Matthewa@d earned first
place in 14:17.2. Justus Porto, 7, also of Ellergllaced second in
17:10.4. Jacob Hunt, 7, of Mount Savage, took timr@i4:18.7 in
his running debut.

A SPECIAL, TRULY HEARTFELT THANKS to all event
volunteers: Allegany County Bureau of Police (CtBebby Dick
and Officer Darrell Wildesen); Robert "Nut" Hall @festern Mary-
land Timing; Melanie Hunt (0.75/4.25-mile watertgin); Jeremy
Rice (finish line); Jean Meadows (photography)p&#mie Spradlin
(registration / water); Noah Spradlin (2.5-mile ragtation);
MacKenzie Spradlin (photography).

Ruckert finished 26th
among 27 5-mile competitors
with a time of 52 minutes,
22.8 seconds.
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ally involve isolated situations with
pre-existing circumstances that lea
to a conflict. More people are killed
by honey bees or lightening strikes
each year than are ever bothered b
wild animals.

| too have encountered all
varieties of four-legged crea-
tures while out on a run.

Some of them have proven
troublesome and others not. |

remember a run last fall while Nonetheless, if a person encoun-

running a favorite section along
around Lake Gordon. Round-
ing a bend | looked aneal-

ized | suddenly shared my

little piece of road with three
black animals.

ters a bear, or any other wild ani-

mal, the best thing to do is to back

away. Do not corner any wild ani-
mal and be sure to give it room to
escape. More often than not, any

wild animal, no matter how big, will
interpret your presence as a threat.
They are going to want to get away.
Flight always trumps fight in the

wild. If you give an animal space it

| felt that initial “uh-oh” feel-
ing like | could be in for some
trouble as | first assumed that

they were dogsiVhen | then
recognized they were black
bears a sow and two cubs, my
feelings suddenly shifted and
actually felt relieved.

Bears, unlike dogs, are
unlikely to ever chase people —
even a mother sow with little
ones. Most wild animals, bears
included, go about their daily
business hoping to avoid con-
tact and trouble with people.
They are too concerned with
acquiring their daily calorie
requirements, finding water,
and finding a place to be that
isn't already inhabited by an-
other of their kind, or mine.

Domestic dogs, on the other
hand, generally lead pampered
lives compared with that of
wild critters, and they have the
spare time and energy to par-
take in recreation including,
perhaps, chasing a sweaty run-
ner.

Also, dogs have lost any

general fear of people and are
therefore much more likely to
give chase.

It is true that there have been
people hurt and even killed in
the United States by wild ani-
mals. However, these occur-
rences are super rare and usu-

will use it to escape from you.

Sometimes a wild animal may be

unsure of what you are what
exactly is that lyrca-clad crea-

B ture?” — and might approach or

look with curiosity. Throw your

hands over your head and shout to
let that animal know you are a per-

son. They will generally get the
message and flee. If not, take the

= high road, back away, and slowly

make your exit.

While | am out running, @am
much more concerned about two-

legged creatures — especially ones

behind the wheel of a carUnlike
wildlife, humans are typically un-

aware of their surroundings. | don’t

doubt that | have, on occasion, run past a quiat inethe bushes
that is just hoping | keep going. | don’t doubt tbat | have been
passed by many a careless driver yapping on pleetie who had
no idea he just blew past a runner on the shoultigere road.

Rande Brown is a Game Mammal Biologist with the Wéard
Department of Natural Resources. He and his witgj,Hive in
Bedford, County, Pa., and are both veterans otridig where hu-
mans and wild creatures often follow the same paths
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way.

Robertson, whose 11-year
Major League Baseball ca-
reer with the Pirates, Seattle
Mariners and Toronto Blue
Jays was known as the
“Mount Savage Strongboy”
and compiled 115 home
runs and drove in 368 runs
in a career riddled with
injuries.

In the 1840s, the town
produced America’s first
iron rail and was a key
manufacturing center of
iron, brick and, to a lesser
extent, coal. The town now
has a population of about
2,500 people but 160 years
ago boasted twice that num-
ber of residents.

Robertson said the town
has a certain “mystique” to
it, one he returns to for a
quiet drive in the country

2

anytime he needs to clear
his head.

“I just think that it's neat,
for the town of Mount Sav-
age, and all the things they
have done in that townyf
Robertson said. “They
just need to be applauded.”

Kevin Spradlin, race di-
rector, said he was pleased
to have someone of
Robertson’s caliber on hand
to help celebrate the town’s
heritage.

“I'm grateful that Mr.
Robertson was so open to
the idea,"Bpradlin said.

“We're lucky to have
someone like him living
close by and willing to be a
part of what we’re doing.
I’'m hopeful that today’s
kids get a chance to meet
him and motivate them to
excel in whatever they

choose to pursue, like he did
by getting to the majors.”
Robertson enjoyed several
years in the majors, the
most memorable of which
might be the 1971 season.
During the regular season,
Robertson hit 26 home runs
and drove in 72 runs while
helping to lead the Pirates
into the post season for only
the second time since 1960.
In the National League
Championship Series
against the San Francisco
Giants, Robertson hit four
home runs, including three
in one game, as the Pirates
advanced to the World Se-
ries and beat the Baltimore
Orioles in seven games.
Registration for the Iron
Rail Days 5K begins at 7:30
a.m. on Foundry
Row at the historic Union
Mining Company building.



